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CHAIR’S REPORT  
 

Rich heritage explored  
Mid-September saw 16 venues throw open their doors in Pontefract and the surrounding villages, to 

celebrate the 25th anniversary nationally of Heritage Open Days, and as 2019 is our 50th 

anniversary we took full advantage across the period of the festival between 13th and 15th and 19th to 
22nd September, supported by announcements from Pontefract’s Town Crier, John Turner, and with 
the added entertainment of the Liquorice Singers on Saturday 21st September.. 
 
We were really pleased to have the support of venue owners and their volunteers who made this a 
great series of events, which gives us the impetus to continue delivering HOD over two weekends in 
future years. We had well over 700 visitors (including 60 from St Giles CofE Academy), and with 
additional visitors to the castle and the museum then our number were estimated to be in the region of 
1,000. Not only did we have visitors from across Yorkshire, but additionally visitors from Southampton, 

Hastings, and even Australia, were all amazed at what Pontefract had to offer, additionally, some 
visitors were pleased how great the town centre was presented. 
 
As well as our usual offering from St Giles Church, All Saints Church and St Michaels in Carleton, 
other churches have got on board, namely St Peter's Church, Kirk Smeaton, and St Edward the 
Confessor Church, Brotherton. 
 
As well as historic buildings, it’s equally important to bring stories of places and people to life with 
talks, tours, music, and displays which include tours of Pontefract’s Market Place conservation area 
supported by an exhibition in the library, fuller tours of the town hall including the former court cells, 
Ackworth Quaker School, the liquorice fields, the castle, the Masonic Hall, Friarwood Valley Gardens, 
this week and next week to get you started. Finally, a new treat for 2019, was 30 Gillygate, which was 
being opened up to the public for the very time, between 20th to 22nd September; The building is a 
modest outwardly fronted former Victorian house and shop now an office set back in a yard. Inside the 
building has a very fine plaster ceiling, circa 1630, with a central diamond bordered by twining grape 
vines, which encloses oak leaves and acorns, whilst vine trails and bunches of grapes extend 
outwards from its corners. 
 
Phil Cook added, “Well what an event that was! I was delighted to be involved with this year’s event 
and proud to take the lead on the town hall tours. A couple of highlights worthy of mention was to find 
out that two couples independent to each other had decided to call into Pontefract while travelling 
from Portsmouth to Newcastle and Kent to Skipton, and while not on the direct route it showed that 
Pontefract could draw visitors in if there was a reason. The other highlight was the visit to the town 
hall from pupils from St Giles CofE Academy who were fascinated about the ‘pig room’ and the 
differing uses of the town hall over its history. 
 
 

 



 

When YHACS came to town, again  
Civic societies from across Yorkshire & Humber made a return visit to Pontefract for a quarterly meeting of the 

regional association, which we hosted as part of their 50th anniversary year. Each meeting is themed, 
and it was fitting that heritage and culture had been chosen for the visit, which started with a Friday 
evening dinner at the seventeenth century Rogerthorpe Manor Hotel, followed on Saturday morning 
by a tour of Pontefract Castle for 22 members, in torrential rain, led by Ian Downes from Wakefield 
Council, and then the quarterly meeting in the Nelson Room of Pontefract Town Hall saw around 50 
delegates brave the weather. 
 
Paul Cartwright and Michael Sayles-Fox DL welcomed our visitors, which included a brief history of 
the town and town hall, whilst giving us an opportunity to launch our new information leaflet on the 
historic building. The previous visit from civic societies some years ago focused on a heritage walk of 
the town centre and St Giles Church, therefore we wanted to show different parts of Pontefract hence 
using the castle and the town hall, which were very well received. 
 
Keynote speakers delivered presentations during the afternoon meeting, Cllr Lynn Masterman, 
Wakefield Council’s newly appointed Heritage Champion which is a role that Pontefract Civic Society 
requested its reinstatement. Other speakers were John Walker, Historic England, and Jenny Layfield, 
Director of the National Coal Mining Museum for England and Chair of Wakefield Cultural Consortium. 
 
Cllr Masterman referenced her future plans in bridging the divide between internal departments of 
WMDC, and mention was given for civic societies to engage with schools, as well as the broader remit 
of creativity and culture. John Walker went onto suggest that civic societies make use of conservation 
area templates, such that introduced in Ramsgate, as this is useful for local authorities and civic 
societies, alike. Jenny Layfield completed the keynote presentations stating that the development of 
cultural activities are not miracle cures, even though the government had produced the first Culture 
White Paper in 50 years, though civic societies should engage and embed culture in our day to day 
work, as “place-making” comes to the fore  

 

Other meetings and events in this period 
 4 Oct – Social meeting with Nash Partnership 

 8 Oct – Vice Lord Lieutenant visit planning 

 23 Oct – TDY plaque unveiling  

 29 Oct – Barracks Phase 2 project meeting 

 30 Oct – Supporting Michelle’s fundraiser at Magistrates Market 

 19 Nov – Ackworth School meeting for 2020 

 5 Dec – Marketing Club 

 5 Dec – Christmas Dinner 

 19 Dec – BBC Radio Leeds Secret Spaces (listen out for this on the first weekend of January 
with Andrew Edwards on his breakfast show) 

 

             

  



 
WMDC  
Regeneration 
Our contribution to the debate to enhance Pontefract emanating from the 2028 Vision has continued 
with representatives attending three Pontefract Delivery Group meetings, and separate meetings on 
Anti-Social Behaviour/Night Time Economy, interpretation signage, and also our quarterly Steering 
Group meeting was on 4 Nov with Cllrs Jeffery and Jones with Tom Stannard. We also fully 
participated in the Streets for All Workshop (Horsefair) in Oct, and attended the Knottingley Vision 
launch as we look to oversee that area following the demise of Knottingley Civic Society. 
 

Marketing & Communications and Events 
We participated in Place-making events, the Wakefield Place Brand Masterclass, a review of 
Yorkshire Day 2019, and were updated on a further delay towards a Markets Review taking place in 
2020. As we came towards Christmas, we invested our time and a small amount of funds in creating 
four banners for the Christmas tree barriers as we feel the location has been untidy and sadly lacking 
in recent years. 
 
 
 

Business  
Markets – We were due to be advised of a continued review of Pontefract Market in May, though this 
was delayed till later in year, however it has now been   
 

In December, we revived our Christmas Trail and Christmas Shop Window Competition, over 30 
locations participated (though we are hoping for more in 2020), the leaflet was based on Karl Gilbert’s 
design and was updated by Jaydn Edwards, and the window decorations were judged by 8 year Ben 
from Carleton Park School and 11 year old Isla from St Giles CofE Academy. We especially hope that 
residents new and old, plus visitors, enjoyed locating and supporting our great local businesses, and 
we hope the trail and the decorations put a smile on peoples’ faces. 
 
Framed certificates were presented the 2019 winner, Flowerworks on Ropergate, to the runner up, 
Jackie’s Florist on Gillygate, and to third place, Myxology café/bar on Ropergate.  The pupils felt 
Flowerworks and Jackie’s Florist were very close contenders; the winner offered a natural festive feel 
both inside and out, whilst the runner up offered winter animal scenes and a traditional nativity, finally 
the third place entry displayed a colourful contemporary series of decorations, inside and out. All three 
were worthy winners, and a number of other entries were close to getting that third place. 
 
Pontefract has welcomed a number of changes to the “high street” over the past quarter, namely 
Pontefract Dental expanding and moving to Beastfair, and even with the demise of Thomas Cook 
we’ve seen Hays taking on their prime location at the top of Bridge Street.  
 
The Little Green Bistro, a vegan eatery has opened in the former Roast House on Market Place, and 
we are about to see a new café/bar at 1 Market Place, which will be dressed to celebrate the former 
printing businesses on Gillygate. There are pending planning applications for a number of sites on 
Ropergate, which is perhaps the greatest concern currently, when some shops have remained empty 
for a while. Salter Row now boasts Couplands bakery, which is a different business to one of a similar 
name previously on Horsefair, and we’ve just welcomed Parkgate Mobility to Salter Row, and new 
traders have moved into the Market Hall, such as a fruit & veg retailer.  
Paul Cartwright  
Chair 
 
 



 

WELCOME  
to the following new members:  
 

Teresa Rastall 
John Turner 
Joanne Draper 
Ian & Julia Wilks 
BP Physiotherapy (Silver Business Member) 
Lynne Loy 
Chris Loy 
Elizabeth Whitworth 
Alan Whitworth 
Clear Wealth Management (Gold Business Member) 
Bryan Sharratt 
Sarah Atkinson 
David Belford 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
Citizenship Group  
‘Decoration Squad’  

While everyone is aware that the town was decorated for the Tour de Yorkshire, what some are not 
aware of is that this team of volunteers have continued through the summer months with the Liquorice 
Festival, Yorkshire Day, and helping with the Friarwood Festival. In the autumn, the team took on their 
biggest single project, to construct an eight foot high lantern surrounding a wheelchair and metal and 
wood framework, which then played pride of place in the Lionesses Lantern Parade, displaying events 
and partner logos, then the team continued next with Christmas decoration on the roundabout at 
Valley Road.  

2020 promises to be another busy year and will be on another level, with commemoration of the 75th 
Anniversary of VE Day in early May, along with repeating a number of the 2019 activities. It will be an 
exciting year and the wider Citizenship Group will need to play their part in preparing for a series of 
commemorations and celebrations across the town.  

This team is made up from members from various voluntary groups and business who first of all 
volunteered for Tour de Yorkshire with the common goal of showing Pontefract of at its best. The 
motivation was infectious, and after the Tour de Yorkshire, it was the team members themselves who 
excitedly said, “What are we going to do next?” We are very mindful of the possibility of the TDY 
once again coming through Pontefract and we hope to build on the success of 2019 if the opportunity 
arises. We are already working on the 2020 lantern and for now all we will say is it’s a complete 
change of style, but one which we hope will welcomed and might encourage others groups to become 
involved in this growing parade. 

The Citizenship Group has undergone a number of changes over the past few months seeing some of 
the team leaving and welcoming new members. We are grateful to all for their past contributions and 
support. The change in personnel gives us a great opportunity to re-evaluate what we do as a team 
and to look how we can further engage and encourage membership of the Junior Civic Society and 
allow opportunities for working with local schools and youth groups.  

 

 



 

Civic 5X beer launch took place on 24 Sept, at the Tap & Barrel, in partnership with Dean Smith 
(Tap & Barrel and Robin Hood Inn) and Mark Seaman (Revolutions Brewing Co.,) as a celebration of 
our 50th Anniversary, and we’re thankful to the local independent pubs who’ve agreed to stock a 
barrel, which included Tap & Barrel, Robin Hood, Hope & Anchor, The Carleton, and The Old 
Grocers. 

Mark Seaman told us the brew was a traditional Extra Special Bitter; a perfect style of beer to reflect 
the 50 year history of the Pontefract Civic Society, reflecting both tradition and localism, made with 
malt from Fawcett’s of Castleford and using British hops.  

Another commemoration recently saw a specimen hawthorn tree planting with a number of flowering 
bulbs in Friarwood Valley Gardens to which a plaque was added to a stone thanks to Colin White, Liz 
Clayden and Christine Cartwright. 

Please come along to our PR stall during 2020 at various events in the town and say “hello” where we 
also have a number of free children’s activities. 

Phil Cook  
Citizenship Group Coordinator  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  



 
Highways Group  
We met Highways Officers of Wakefield Council in December and are now able to report some 
progress and clarification on the South Featherstone Link Road (SFLR), the All Saints' Gyratory plan 
(ASG), and Station Area Improvement Schemes (Monkhill).  
 

SFLR 
The district council has committed £570K for further developing the outline business case for the Link 
Road. This gives us encouragement in that the council must be giving this SFLR serious consideration, 
though our excitement must be tempered as the Council is listening to pressure groups in Climate 
Change, which is relevant though worrying. External consultants will be appointed to carry out this 
work with their report expected by September 2021. 
 

Public consultation will take place a year prior to this in line with the District Council's policy of 
becoming carbon neutral by 2030. The consultation will be about whether new roads increase pollution 
or, by reducing congestion actually lower emissions. This could be confused by introducing a greater 
number of electric vehicles into the debate. This aside, the need is recognised for improved 
connectivity, safety and economic progress. Housing growth in this area will create additional issues, 
though modest housing development is included and Wakefield Council intends to preserve green belt 
land. 
 
The SFLR has now been extended to include improvements to Commonside Lane from Wakefield 
Road through to Loscoe. It will also include major improvements to Park Road from the new leisure 
complex to the Junction 32. 
 
At the meeting the Society's view was re-stated that road improvements to the west of Featherstone 
would give the best cost/benefit result. We also expressed our doubts that any major benefit was 
unlikely from developing a new road from the Crematorium area on Wakefield Road through to 
Pontefract Park and on to Park Road. The Officers emphasise that at this stage no detailed planning is 
taking place. 
 
ALL SAINTS' GYRATORY 
We were shown the completed plans for this project which now includes traffic signals at the Baghill 
Lane junction. Briefly explained, the A645 South Baileygate will continue as before but with occasional 
breaks to allow traffic in and out of the Industrial Estate and a clockwise gyratory around All Saints 
Church except for one short section of two way benefiting Bailey Close residents.  Baghill Lane will be 
made safer for both vehicles and pedestrians by means of intelligent traffic signals. The project cost is 
c.£2million and may be done by Highway Dept. 
 

Monkhill Station Area 
There is a small budget for immediate improvements to station facilities, and any long term plans are 
stalled at the moment by poor communication with Network Rail. Wakefield Council may wish to adopt 
the station approach road but is unwilling to do so without Network Rail carrying out much remedial 
work to pavements and the opposite road margins. The same applies to the desire for opening up a 
route to Ferrybridge Road by way of an existing but sub-standard bridge. Improved foot access to the 
station from Denwell Terrace and along Black Walk is underway with possible improved cycle access 
direct to the station. Aspirations for access for all to both platforms using lifts and new bridge are under 
consideration; these come with a hefty price tag of £2.9 million, thus a multi-level car park is a long way 
off. 

Derek Vaux 
Highways Group Secretary 
 
 



 

Rail Group  
We are currently working on a campaign to gain local support whilst promoting the services that do 
exist, and in the longer term, we will continue to campaign for better services and station 
enhancements. This work means that we are engaging with Northern Rail, Grand Central, West 
Yorkshire Combined Authority (WYCA), as well as officers and councillors at Wakefield MDC. 

On 11 Dec, we were due to plant bulbs with pupils fro, St Giles CofE Academy, though the volume of 
broken glass in the soil was just too great a risk, so their help had to be postponed, though daffodil 
bulbs were planted on the school premises; these were donated to us by Friends of Pontefract Park – 
Thank You! The pupils did a great job, which meant, the best part of 150 bulbs were planted over a 
couple of hours by two classes, so about 50 pupils under the supervision of their teachers and Paul 
Cartwright. 

Ahead of planting at the school, it was left myself with Christine & Paul Cartwright to clear glass and 
other debris so that mixed bulbs we’d purchased could be planted in one bed. The steps to Monkhill 
Lane were also cleared of leaves which filled two refuse sacks. 

Dave Hogg  
Rail Group Coordinator 

 

            
 
 
 

Contacts 
 *Executive Committee Member 

 



 
Talks & Tours Group  
10 Sept – Interpreting Pontefract at the Museum and Castle by David Evans 

We learned of the success of bidding for a variety of funds for projects at Pontefract Museum and 
Pontefract Castle, whether grants relate to regeneration and refurbishment of sites, to interpretation of 
our heritage and social history, to new exhibitions. 

 
8 Oct - Infrared Colour Aerial Photography in War, Local History, and Archaeology 
Eric Houlder 

Eric enthusiastically told us that kites and zeppelins were initially used for aerial photography before 
aircraft developed. British lenses were better than German parts from early photography to 1950s, and  
O. G. S. Crawford was the first to make the connection between photography & aerial archeaeology; 
he went on to use the RAF, even during the Battle of Britain, for his exploratory work. 

Examples of Eric’s photography locally depicted a Roman villa inside a hedged area in Badsworth, and 
former River Went routes could be seen near East Hardwick. 

Mosquito aircraft built off Mill Dam Lane  were used in World War 2 for aerial photography. Crawford 
was still Head of Archaeology at the Ordinance Survey after WW2, though the fast aircraft were 
actually too fast for his archaeology. 
  
Michael Leach, a local builder and a pilot agreed to fly Eric over the local area, and his photographs 
depicted a Roman fort at Womersley, a Roman villa at Wentbridge, a Roman road towards Castle 
Syke Hill just outside Ackworth and Hundhill, and Major Lambert's civil war Fort Royale near modern 
day Willow Park. 
 
12 Nov – Liquorice by Tom Dixon 

Tom was a last minute replacement for our November talk, due to circumstances beyond our planned 
speaker’s control. He told us that liquorice has more medical uses than confectionery uses, and it was 
the monks that brought it to the UK from southern Europe and the Middle East in medieval times. 

For those who hadn’t heard Tom much loved and delivered talk, we learnt an awful lot about those 
involved in the industry, examples of which are: 

 Once a year a train left Monkhill Station for Boots the Chemist in Nottingham 
 Ade Edmondson and Michael Portillo have both recorded TV programmes at Tom’s house, and 

his Auntie Mabel met Sir John Betjeman who wrote a poem for her which has been published 
and was recited for us this evening by Kebir Berry 

 William Hague is Tom's cousin 
 Tom’s mother's brother, Uncle Jim, was the last person to grow liquorice in the area 
 Finally, a bunch of liquorice was sent from Pontefract to Queen Victoria, and it is alleged the 

excess consumption of liquorice may have led to her death 
 Walter Marshall came to Pontefract, penniless, but ended up owning Wilkinson's on the 

business’s third successive site in the town between Ferrybridge Road and Knottingley Road; 
this was a new factory in a garden with a works, offices, tennis courts, and social housing 

 There were 12 different types and textures of liquorice 
 Alderman Mrs Dunhill stamped the secret ballot box using a Pontefract Cake in the town hall 
 Charlie Chaplin's boot was made by Hillerby's in the 1940's 



 

 

 

Hitachi Maintenance  
In September we visited the £90m, 5 line set maintenance facility in Doncaster has 250 staff on site, 
operating both a night shift and day shift. Hitachi operates a build and maintenance contract with rail 
operator, LNER for 27.5 years, and on our visit we also saw a Transpennine Express in grey paint, in 
other words, without livery yet. Next to use the facility was Hull Trains, coming soon, and other 
customers are serviced by Hitachi. 

Japanese European suppliers as well those more local, that is, in Manchester, are all part of the supply 
chain. 

Thanks to Robert Morley for the excellent and worthwhile tour for Pontefract Civic Society and 
associated rail enthusiasts. 

Dave Hogg  
Talks & Tours Group Coordinator 

            

 



Events Calendar  
2020 Tuesday Talks 
 

Our monthly talks are held in the Nelson Room of Pontefract Town Hall, unless otherwise stated.  

21 Jan  Eric Scaithe  Tyke Talk 

11 Feb  David Skillern  Battle of Towton 

10 Mar  Allan Blaza  Distinguished Guests of the Civic Society (TBC) 

14 Apr   Ian Downes  Pontefract Castle 

12 May Karen Adams   Ebor to York 

9 Jun  Eric Houlder  The Discovery of Domesday Pontefract 

14 Jul  Sharron Garner Mrs Fawcett's handbag, a suffragettes’ tale 

10 Sep  Joyce Hill  Vikings in Yorkshire 

13 Oct  Eric Jackson  Gunpowder Plot 

10 Nov  David Hogg  A day in the Life of a Miner 

We also owe the eagle-eyed readers of Pontefract Voice two further talks which we deferred from 2019, namely 
Fletcher Rhodes Collaboration by Roger Ellis, and Pontefract’s Trams by Peter Cookson. 

 

2020 Events 

12-18 Jan 

Weds 29 Jan                  

Tues 18 Feb 

Sat 14 Mar 

21-28 Mar 

Sat 28 Mar 

Apr (tbc) 

Fri 1 May 

Sat 20 Jun 

Sat 27 Jun 

Sun 5 July 

Sat 1 Aug 

Sat 22 Aug 

11-20 Sep 

Sun 4 Oct                                       

Sun 8 Nov 

Weds 11 Nov      

Snow Queen pantomime 

Civic Society Design Awards Ceremony 

Civic Society Annual General Meeting 

Hayley Sisters Concert 

Pontefract Music & Drama Festival 

Community Showcase 

Yorkshire Air Ambulance Charity Concert 

VE Day - concert and street decorations 

Civic Day 

Armed Forces Day 

Liquorice Festival  

Yorkshire Day 

Friarwood Festival 

Heritage Open Days 

Pontefract Half Marathon 

Remembrance Sunday 

Remembrance Day 



 

MEMBERSHIP  
2020 online membership is now 
open – please go online and submit 
your renewal. Also tell your friends, 
and for the first new member you 
recruit, we’ll give you £5 back! 
  
For 2020, we will revert to our 2018 
membership fees for individual 
members and couples at the same 
household (so no increase on 2018). 
Our plan is to significantly grow our 
membership, particularly with younger 
audiences who support our strategy 
and ways of working.  
 
For more information on becoming a 
member, please visit 
http://www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.u
k/ product-category/membership/  

 Individual Member   £15  

 Joint Members (same address) £20  
  

 Bronze Business Member  £45  

 Silver Business Member  £95  

 Gold Business Member   £195  
 

 Community Group Member  £20  

 Honorary Member           No fee  

 Junior Civic Society Member   No fee  
 

 

 
Donations & 
Bequests Have you 

thought of making a 
donation to Pontefract Civic 
Society during your 
lifetime, or leaving us some 
money in your will?  

This newsletter and the Annual 
Reports on our website show the 
tremendous work the society and our 
members are doing to make Pontefract 
a better place. To continue our 
important work at its present level, or 
in fact expand it as we plan to do, then 
we have a pressing need for more 
resources.  

The beneficial position of the society is 
both its independence and non-
political stance, and that we do not rely 
of public sector grants to conduct our 
core activities. As the town’s watchdog 
on planning, architecture, heritage, 
events, business, and public 
amenities, we can speak on behalf of 
those who live and work in Pontefract, 
without fear or favour.  

We would be absolutely delighted if 
you would make a donation or a 
bequest. Both the Chair and the 
Secretary are available if you wish to 
discuss this in more detail.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 

BOOKSHELF  
Our local heritage publications are available for sale online, via email and phone; 
specific books are available at Pontefract Library and Pomfret Gallery.  
Visit www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk/shop to purchase online or contact us 
via:  
Phone: 01977 708658 Email: info@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk  
www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk/shop 
 

£13.00 - The J.S. Fletcher G.P. 
Rhodes Collaboration by Roger Ellis 

£11.00 - Pontefract’s Chequered 
History by Roger Ellis  

£12.99 - Pontefract - Celebrating the 
Past; Looking to the Future by Martin 

Lodge  

£10.00 - The Railways of Pontefract in 
Days of Steam by Peter Cookson 

£7.00 - Ancient Routes through 
Pontefract by Eric Houlder  

£7.00 - The Prince of Wales Colliery 
by Sir Bill O’Brien  

 

Civic Voice 
There have been two recent Civic 
Voice Regional Forum meetings in 
Birmingham attended by Paul 
Cartwright to represent both YHACS 
and Pontefract Civic Society. 

The Civic Voice Board recently 
launched its Manifesto 2020-23, which 
its looking for civic trusts and civic 
societies up and down the country to 
use the elements of the manifesto 
which will work locally, but also to 
support the national manifesto by 
feeding information back to the HQ in 
order to influence lobbying and 
government policy-making.   

 

 
 

YHACS 
 

Our hosting of the autumn YHACS in 
October has been reported at the start 
of this issue of Pontefract Voice. 
 
Paul & Christine Cartwright attended 
the YHACS 20th Anniversary Lunch in 
November in York, and Paul also 
participated on the Historic England 
Yorkshire Sector Day for local 
authorities and civic societies in 
December in York. 
YHACS 2020 dates thus far are: 

Sat 25th January - AGM in Cedar 
Court Hotel, Harrogate 

Sat 25th April - Spring Meeting in 
Beverley 

Sat 25th July - Summer Meeting in 
Addingham 

Autumn Meeting TBC 

 

http://www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk/shop

